
THE ARDÈCHE 
RIVER VALLEY AND 
THE GRAS PLATEAU

A natural heritage to discover and protect together



It’s an area of high biodi-
versity, sheltering many 
rare and protected species.
To deepen your expe-
rience at the site, and to 
provide you with some 
key information neces-
sary for its protection, this 
brochure presents you 
with some of the different 
habitats in the area and 
their associated species.

Attracting thousands of 
tourists every year, the area 
and its ecosystem is under 
pressure over the summer. 
That’s why we need you on 
our team, to help us to protect 
the area so that all of us can 
continue to enjoy the richness 
and beauty of the Ardèche 
river valley. 

the European label of Natura 2000 and as a Sensitive 
Natural Site of the Ardèche department. 
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The Ardèche river is a river of extremes. While the summers are hot and dry, 
leading to very low water levels, the autumns are often marked by heavy rain-

the river hosts a great variety of species of which many are protected. While 
the Ardèche river is perfectly suitable for water activities such as bathing, 

mammals.

Rhone Streber

• Save water, it´s a scarce resource during 
the dry summers in Ardèche.
•  Respect other river users, bathers, 

• Pebble dams, especially in high numbers 
on the river, can harm the river fauna, and 
diminish the water quality.

Take action ! 
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The riparian zone is the 
transitional area connecting 
the river and the land. It 

greenbelt with characteristic 
suite of plants that depend 
on the shallow water table. 
While it holds a key role in 
regulating the river ecosys-
tem (water temperature, 

breaking down organic and 
chemical pollution) it is also 
a very important wildlife 
corridor.

• Remember to bring back all your 
waste and recycle. Think of bringing 
pocket ashtrays for the cigarette 
butts.
• Respect the tranquility of other 
river users as well as the fauna, avoid 
loud noises and voices.
• Bear in mind that most of the 
river banks are on a privately owned 
land, make sure that the access is 
permitted.

Take action !
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The habitants of the cliff 
exhibit great adaptability 
as they face the everyday 
challenges of living in the 
vertiginous cliff in almost 
total absence of soil and 
water.
Despite this, the limestone 
cliffs above the Ardèche 
river are the habitat of a 
variety of slow-growing 
plants and bird species that 

tranquility they require to 
successfully breed and bring 
up their young.

Lesser Horseshoe 

• Stay discreet, the wildlife will 
appreciate it and may in turn offer 
you some very nice observation 
opportunities.
• Climbers, be careful not to 
approach bird nests as it may harm 
the nestlings.
• Respect the site and try not to 
leave any trace of your passing.

Take action !
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«Le Plateau des Gras» is a 
mid-altitude limestone plateau 
mostly vegetated by dry 
meadows and oak forests. The 
plateau has been occupied 
by humans since prehistoric 
times and it contains many 
dolmens, mainly from the 3rd 
millennium BC,  as well as 
countless constructions of dry 
stone that indicate the impor-
tance of past human activities. 
The biodiversity in the dry 
meadows is remarkable and it 
largely depends on the mainte-
nance of pastoral activities that 
prevent woody encroachment.

• Be very cautious, the Gras 

land.
• The use of motorcycles or 
quads is strictly prohibited outside 
of the roads.
• Stay on paths and do not pick 

-
ted.

Take action !
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Aubenas

Vallon 
Pont d’Arc

You are now ready to continue to discover the wonders of the 

Ardèche river valley. Please bear in mind the sensitivity of the 

ecosystems and take action to protect the wildlife by respecting the 

recommendations. Enjoy your visit !
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